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PORT ST. LUCIE (Jan. 12, 2020) –  Mike Small has never won a PGA Winter Championship, but there’s a good reason for 
that: He has never played in one. 
  
He has a chance. 
  

The longtime Illinois men’s golf coach shot a 7-under 65 Sunday to take a one-shot lead in the 50-64 division of the PGA 
Senior Stroke Play Championship at PGA Golf Club. 
  

“I didn’t really know what to expect because this is my first one,” Small said of the PGA Winter Championships. “They run 
this like a real tournament. It’s great.” 

 

Small usually shuts his game down during the winter, but the Champagne, Ill., resident opted to travel to South Florida 
because he played in only four tournaments in 2019 due to a shoulder injury. He shook off an early bogey on the Ryder 
Course by making three birdies in a row twice to take a one-shot lead over Mark Brown of Oyster Bay, N.Y. 
  
“I had no expectations, but I putted really well,” Small said. “I wanted to see where I was at with my game and my rehab. 
Plus, it’s great to see some old friends. Since they moved the PGA Professional Championship to the spring, I don’t get a 
chance to see a lot of these guys.” 
  
Brown made five birdies and an eagle on the par-5 fourth hole, offset by a bogey. Tim Weinhart of Marietta, Ga., is third 
after a 67. Frank Dully of Palm Beach Gardens, Frank Bensel of Jupiter and Craig Stevens of Dallas are tied for fourth at 
68. 
  
Omar Uresti, who won last week’s PGA Quarter Century Championship, is tied for ninth at 70. 
  
In the 65-and-older division, four players share the first-round lead: Mitch Adams of Ashboro, N.C., Jim Karr of Palm 
Beach, Bill Schumaker of Columbia City, Ind., and Mike Harrigan of Chicago shared the first-round lead with 4-under 68s 
on the Wanamaker Course. 
  
Al Vallanti of Riverside, R.I., Jeff Whitfield of Weldon Spring, Mo., Bob Dickson of Ponte Vedra, Dick Mast of Forest, Va., 
and Gary Robison of North Canton, Ohio are tied for fifth place with 69s. 
  
The 54-hole event runs through Tuesday. 
  
The PGA Winter Championships are presented by GolfPass and PrimeSport. 
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